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Public Health (Breast-milk Substitutes and Infant Nutrition)
Regulations. 1998

•
to such other convenient place as he may fix after
consulting the person from whom he took the deslg
nated product : or

(b) withdraw the notice by giving notice in writing to the
owner of the designated product concerned or to the
person in whose custody it was found.

(2) If within thirty days from the da te on which---

(a) any designated prod uct wa... de tained in terms of para-
\ graph (f) of section 26; or

(b) a notice was issued in terms uf paragraph (g) of section
26;

a summons in respe ct of a prosecution fur unoffence in term s of these
regulations has not been h~lIed-

(i) the designated prod uct shall be retu rned '0 the
premises or place from which it was removed or,
if that is impracticable. to such other convenient
place as the inspector or pol ice officer conce rned,
or any other person acting on his behalf, may fix
after consulting the person from who m he took the
designated product; or

(ii) the notice he deem ed to have been wit hdraw n;
as the case may be.

Power ofSecretary to obtain particulars of designated products

28. ( I ) The Secretary, in consuluu ion with the Committee,
may order any manufacturer Of distributor ora designated produ ct to
provide the Secretary. within such period as may be specified in the
order, with such part iculars us he may so spec ify relating to the
composition. use and marketing of the designated product.

(2) Without prej udice to the generality of subsection (I), an
order made in terms of thai subsection may req uire particulars to be
furnished relating to- .

(a) the composincn of the designated.product or any ingre
dient thereof:

(b) the manner in which the designated product is used or is
intended to be used ;
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(e) the labelling of the designated product;

(d) the volume ofsales within Zimbabwe of the designated
product;

(e) the duties of marketing personnel and the manner in
which they are remunerated;

(0 any investigation or inquiries carried out by or to the
knowledge of the person to whom the order is given to
determine whether and to what extent the designated
product affects health.

(3) Neither the Secretary nor any person employed in the
Ministryof HealthandChildWelfareshalldiscloseto anypersonwho
is notemployedin theMinistryanyparticulars furnished in tenns of an
ordermadein termsof subsection(1)or anyinformation relatingto an
individual person-or business obtained by means of such particulars
without the consentof the personwho suppliedthe particulars.

Power ofSecretaryto require analysis ofsamples

29. (1) TheSecretary mayorderany manufacturer ordistribu
tor ofa designated product to submit, at such intervals as the Secretary
may specify, samples of the designated product to an analyst named
by the Secretary in the order.

(2) The costofanalysing any sample submitted to an analyst
in termsof subsection (1) shall be met by the Minister out of funds
voted for the purpose by Act of Parliament.

Powers to be additional to those conferred by otherenactments
30. T he powers conferred by this Part shall be additional to any

powers conferred on inspectors, police officers, customs officers, the
Secretary or any other person in ter ms of any other enactment.

PART X

GEN ERAL

Pnnnoticm ofbreast-feeding

3 1. T he owner or manager of a health-care facility shall

(a) take measures to encou rage and protect breast-feeding
and shall ensure that all health workers employed at the
health-care fac ility are familiar with these regulations;
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(b) eliminate any practi ce. includi ng pre-lacteal feeding.
which directly or indirectly retards the initiation and
con tinuation of breast-feedi ng .

Inspectors and monitors

32. ( I) Every health worker and members of me Committee
shall be monitors for the purposes of these regu latio ns.

(2) The Minister may appoint as inspectors such other per 
sons. whether or not they are members of the Publi c Service. as he
thinks necessary for me proper enfo rcement of these regulations.

(3) The Secretary shall furnish eve ry person appointed as an
inspector in terms of subsec tion (2) with a leiter of appointment.

(4) Every inspector appoi nted in term s of subsec tion (2)
shall. when exercis ing any function in terms of these regulations and
on demand by any person affected by such exercise, ex hibit his letter
of appoi ntment.

Presumptions

33. In any prosecution for an offence in terms of these regu la
tions-

(a) if it is proved that any designated product was found in
or upon any premises or place used for the man ufacture
or sale ofgoods, it shall be presumed, until the contrary
is proved, that the designated product was there in order
to be marketed;

(b) ifit is proved that any designated prod uct was found in
a sealed container, the person who appears. from any
label appearing on or attached to or packed with the
container, to have manufactured ordistributed the des
ignated product shall be presumed, un til the contrary is
proved. to have manufactured or distributed the desig 
nated product. as the case may be.

Offences and penalties

34. ( I ) Any personwho-

(a) contravenessections 9,lO, 12, 15, 16, 17,1 8. 19, 20, 22,
23. subsection ( I) of section 24 or subsection (3) of
section 28; or
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(b) resists, hinders or obstructs an inspector in the perfor
manceof his functions in terms of these regulations; or

(e) manufactures. markets, disposes of or removes any
designated product in contravention of a notice issued
by an inspector or police officer in terms of paragraph
(g) of section 26; or

(d) failsor refuses tofurnishtheSecretarywith anyparticu
lars required by him in terms of section 28 ; or

(e) fails or refuses to submit a sample for analysis when
requiredto do soby theSecretaryin terms of section29;

shall be guilty of an offence and liable-c-

(i) on a first conviction. to a fine not exceeding one
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a period
not exceeding six months or both such fine and
such imprisonment; f

(ii) .on asecondor subsequentconviction, toafine not
exceeding two thousand dollars or to imprison
mentfor aperiod notexceedingone yearorto both
such fine and such imprisonment.

Repeals

35. The Public Health (Breast-milk Substitues and Infant
Nutrition) Regulations, 1997,published in Statutory Instrument 163
of 1997. the Public Health (Breast-milk Substitutes and Infant Nutri
tion) (Amendment) Regulations, 1997 (No. 1),published in Statutory
Instument188of 1997 and thePublic Health (Breast-milkSubstitutes
and Infant Nutrition)(Amendment)Regulations, 1997 (No.2), pub
lished in Statutory Instrument 230 of 1997. are repealed.

\ .

•
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SC HIll>LU (Sf /'Iions 13 an d 15)

FORM OF LABELS

P ART I

SECTION IJ LABELS

I . Fonn of labels referred to in section 13 (3) {c ] (viii)

Breast-milk is th e bes t food for your baby.
It protects against diarrhoea and other Illnesses.

2. Formof label referred to in section 13 (3) (0 (v)-

To avoId Illness of your baby. follow the preparation
Instructions carefully. Do not use more or lese quantities
than Indicated. Cup-feedIn g Is safer th an bottle-feeding.

If you use a bottle, you r baby may reject the breast .

3. Ponn of label referred to in section t3 (3) (gl-

The use of a feeding bottleffeedln g cupfpaclfler Interferes
wi th breast-feeding.

P ARl U

SECTION 15 LABELS

I . Labelson containers of sweetened. condensed, dried. skimmed,
evaporated and low Iat mitk (section 15 {l l (a»

I UNFIT FOR BABIES I
2. Labels on containers of whole cow'smilk (section I S(2) (bl)

I UNFIT FOR BABIES I
Unless modified In accordance with the advice ot a health
practitioner or nutritionist.

Supplermmrto the Zimbabwt!an Government Gaultt dated 6th March. 1998.
PrintM by IJ~ Govemment Prime r, Harare.
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Statutory Instrument 67 of 1999 ... [CAP. 15:09

Public Heahh (Breast -milk. Subst itutes and Infant Nutrition)
(Amendment) Regulations. 1999 (No.2)

IT is hereby notified that the Minister of Health and Child
Welfare. in terms of section 74 of the Public Health Act IC"up,~r

15:(9 ). has made the following regulauons.c-.

I. Tbese regulati ons may be cited as the Public Health [Breast
mil k. Substi tutes and Infant Nutrit ion) (Amendment) Regulations,
1999 (No.2).

2. Section 17 of the Public Health (Breast-milk Substitutes and
Infant Nutrition) Regulations. 1998. published in Statutory Instrument
460f 1998(hereinaftercalled "the principal regulati ons" ). is amended
in subsection ( I) by the de letion from paragraph (e) of "engage" and
the sub..stitutic n of "except as permitted by or in terms of any other
provision of these regulations. engage".

3. The Schedule ( 0 the principal reg ulations is amended by the
repeal of Part II and the substitution 01'-

SECTION IS LABEl.S

I. Labels on containers of sweetened. condensed. dried. skimmed.
evaporated and Iow-fal milk (section IS(2)(a» :

UNAT FOR BABIES

2. Labels on containers of whole cow's milk (section 1.5(2}(b)):

IUNSUITABU: t'O R BARIF..~ I
Unless modiRrd In ececrdanee wlth the ad"ll"eor a

health prucllt lont'r or a nutritionist

s.ppl_,., 10''''7~'~(l/I Gc1\...rn_nt Guuttr JarrdI'" j,lt MQrrll. 1999.
PrinrrJb:v1M GoW"'....." , Pri"/~", HaITIre.
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Public Health (Breast-milk Substitutes and Infant Nutrition)
(Amendment) Regulations, 1998 (No. I)

4. The Schedule is amended in Part U by the deletion of "Un
fit for babies" and the substitution. in eighteen-point bold charac
ters inside borders, of "Net suitable for babies",

'r/ll 10 I" C Zimlot' I>....' f'QI/ G ovemmem GtlZf"ltc Jatfd the
-<ly. JfJWj . " ' ;II,N! by /h, Gove rnment Prj", r" Harare.
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Statutory Instrument In of 1998.

Public Health (Breast-milk Substitutes
·(Amendment) Regulations,

[ACf 25m
I "fant Nutrition)
~\ljo,l )
W:.:...:.:_--

•

•

IT is hereby notified that the Minister of Health and Child
Welfare has, in terms of section 74 c" ~'~ Public Health Act
[Chapter 15:09], made the following re iJ 3:-

I. These regulations may 'becited as the Public Health (Breast.
milk Substitutes and Infant Nutrition) (Amendment) Regulations,
1998 (No. 1).

1. Section 2 of the Public Health (Breast-milk and Infant
Nutrition) Regulations, 1998. published in Statutory Instrument 46
of 1998 (hereinafter called " the princi pa l regulations"), is amended
in the definition of "designated product" by the repeal of subpara
graph (iii).

3. Section 15 of the principal regulations is amended-
(a) in subsection (1) by the deletion of ", whole cows milk".
(b) by the repeal of subsection (2) and the substi tution of

"(2) Unless otherwise specified by the Commit
tee in terms of this Part, the label of every containe r
01-

(a) any sweetened, condensed, dried. skimmed.
evaporated or low fat milk shall bear a
notice. as specified in the Schedule. in
eighteen-point bold upper case non-serif
characters in black against a white beck
ground and inside borders stating "Unfit
for babies" ;

(b) any whole COW ' lIo milk sha ll bear a notice
as specified in the Schedule staring--
(i) in eighteen-point bold characters

inside borders " Not suitable for
babies"; and

(ii) in twelve-point bold characters " un
less modified in accordance with the
advice of a health pract itioner or a
nutritionist." .
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